The City of Peace
from high priests of the Buddhist monastery of Naubehar in                       I
Balkh. This was the end of their rule, which had brought such
benefits to the country. After this outburst of violence Harun
transferred his residence to the quiet provincial town of Rakka
on the Euphrates.  The story of the exchange of ambassadors
and gifts between Harun al?Rashid and Charlemagne would
appear to be legendary, as no Arab sources mention it.  It is
probable that Arab merchants appeared one day at Gharle-
magne's court and claimed to be the envoys of the Caliph
merely to gain access to the Emperor and improve their
prospects of trading.
Musical entertainment was very popular at Harun's court. So also was horse-racing. This took place on a race-course near the palaces. One race is described in a contemporary poem:
"On the morning of the appointed day we were there amidst the crowd which had gathered for the festival. We led our horses there. We led them just as everyone else did, but we knew better how to train them. We took horses as slender as arrows whose running is governed by favourable stars. They were ridden by black jockeys, small in stature whose race goes back to Ham, the ancestor of the black-skinned people. On their swift horses they look almost like black starlings skimming the roof-tops. The horses were lined up in front of a taut rope, in charge of a faithful believer, a most trustworthy man. He is willingly chosen as judge and he decides between them according to what is right. See! The horses rush forward at our signal like a streaming rainstorm. They follow each other in pairs or singly, as pearls scatter from a broken necklace or like a flight of kata1 frightened by the threatening shadow of the vulture high in the clouds. And now we rejoice in the victory 'which brings us fame, honour and profit, for the steeds are laden with precious objects and we share the booty: dazzling cloaks of gilded brocade, cloths of Indian satin and velvet spread out over the horses' backs so that they seem to be covered with blood. They also carry a little sack of silver
1 Desert birds common in Mesopotamia and Syria. 107ns seized. The Barkemids were descended
